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The first police report is dated June 25, and reads :

... On the evening of the 24th. inst,, about the hour of 5 0'clock, as James Eastwood
of Dundalk was returning home after auctioning some property of Nicholas Sloan’s
of Carrickedmond, for rent due to Mr. Hall, he was waylaid and violently attacked
by five men, at Balregan, Parish of Faughart . . who beat him unmercifully .. They
made him promise beforé they left him that hé would never go there again o collect
cither ront o tithe . ..

A sentence from the second police report, dated June 29, reads :
. James Eastwood . . . died on the night of the 27th . . .
Reporting from Dublin on July 1, The Times correspondent wrote :

. .. An inquest was held in Dundalk on Sunday and Monday on the body of James
Eastwood, a rent and tithe collector, who died in the Louth Hospital on Sanday
morning. 'He had been employed on Wednesday last by the agent of Robert Hall,
Esq.. to scll some goods distrained for rent, at Carrickedmond, about two miles
from Dundalk. After the sale, the deceased, the agent, and several of the tenants
adjourned to a public house, where they drank rather freely. Al of them appeared
in good humour, with the exception of onc person, who alleged that Eastwood had
treated him ill, some time before, regarding the payment of tithe, which the deceased
had been in the habit of collecting, Eastwood, it is stated, was rather tipsy, but not
umable to transact his business. On his way home to Dundalk, about 5 o'clock in
the evening, he was met by four men armed with sticks, who camé from the adjoining
fields, where a great number of the peasantry were collected. They knocked him
down and beat him in 2 most brutal manner, Scarcely an inch of his body was free
from contusions, and his hands, in an ineficctual cflort to preserve his head, wero
beaten to pieces. The unfortunate victim was, however, able to reach the gate-house
of the Rev. Gervais Tinlay, from whence he was conveyed in that gentleman's
jaunting-car to the Louth Hospital. This shocking outrage occurred in a very
thickly inhabited part of the country, and although it was witnessed by a number
of persons, thirteen of whom were examined at the inquest, yet not one could be
induced o discover the perpetrators of the murder. Under these circumstances,
the verdict of the jury was; ‘Wilful murder against persons unknown’. One of the
witnesses, named James Kennedy, has been committed for perjury under the
Coroner’s warrant, and two men, who were working in an adjacent field whilst the
‘urder was perpetrating, have been bound over to give evidence at the Assizes.

2. Tue MURDER OF JawEs MORRIS

The next_agrarian murder occurred a year-and-a-half later, in South
Armagh. On 28 December, 1836, James Morris, a tithe collector, was
murdered outside his home at Foughill, near jonesboro’.  And, un-
fortunately, this is another case about which we know very lttle.

The only reference we have are two Newry Telegraph reports,! and a
letter? written by Chief Constable John Irwin, of Forkhill, to Col. James
Shaw Kennedy, Inspector General of the police, at Dublin Castle.

The first Newry Telegraph report reads :

... We stop the press to announce the perpetration of & murder, as deliberate and
cold-blooded as ever stained the already blood-lettered page of our unfortunate

* Quoted in The Times, 3.1.1837, 9.1.1837, Pritish Library, London.
# Police Reports, Armagh, 17,2, 1837, State Paper Ofiice, Dubli
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country. A man named James Morris, of Protestant extraction, but, we believe, a
Roman Catholic, was employed by the Rector of Jonesborough to serve some tithe
notices on the tenants of Mr, Jones' estate in that parish, and he succeeded in serving
about seven of the tenants. At an early hour on Wednesday evening, a party of
men, in number at least forty, came to_the unfortunate man's residence, in the
townland of Feoughill, above the Meigh Dispensary, They rushed in, dragged out
their wretched victim, and, after dashing out his brains with a spade, broke his
face to pieces with sharp ponderous stoncs. The widow of the unfortunate man,
who was wounded in the attempt o save her husband, after searching in @ narrow
Jane for him, returned and found his lifeless and multilated corpse on & dunghill,
ina state which it was painful for humanity o gaze upon .

The report concludes :

... We regret to be compelled to state that some other parts of the County of Armagh
also bordering on Louth, are in a state exhibiting symptoms of incipient insurrec-
tion ...

The second Newry Telegraplh report reads :

. We have been informed that the body of the unfortunate Morris was, on examina-
tion, found to have been pierced in the heart, and in seven of eight other places,
with a sharp instrument, supposed to have been a cane-sword. The fact of the
wretched man having received so many and various wounds is accounted for, when
we romember that the system in Ireland is that when a multitude proceed to deprive
a fellow-creature of life, every one of the party is required to take part in the homi
i order to. make all equally culpable, and, thetelore, less ikely to turn King's
evidence . . . We have just received a letter stating that the Lord Lientenant has
directed a reward of 100, to be offered for the apprehension and conviction of the
parties concerned in the above murder, and that his Excellency will cause every
exertion to be made to bring the offenders to justice, We make this announcement
with the more pleasure because it is a matter of such unusual occurrence. It is but
seldom, indeed, that the press has been afforded an opportunity of complimenting
the prosent Government on any manifestation of their desire to vindicate the laws
of the country in the case of outrages connected with the anti-tithe conspiracy, and
it is but fair to give credit to the Lord Licutenant for his conduct in this instance,
We learn that active measures are in progress for obtaining, for the same purpose,
the immediato offer of a large reward from the gentry and other inhabitants of this
neighbourhood.

Chief Constable Irwin’s ‘confidential’ letter of 16 December 1837 to
Col. Kennedy, does not throw any new light on James Morris' murder,
but it shows that at least one man was interested in collecting the reward-
money.

Here are extracts from it :

... Theg to say that a person who gave me useful information some vears ago . . .
came into the barracks here on yesterday evening and . . . asked to speak with Te
privately, and then enquired if 2 man named Morris had been murdered . . . and if
there was any reward offered for information in the case. On telling him there was,
and giving him a Jist of the private subscriptions . . . he left me & promised to call
again. 1 would therefore respectfully solicit advice how far it would be deemed
prudent in me to hold out any encouragement of reward to this person should he
Succeed in obtaining private information which would lead to a conviction of the
‘persons guilty of this homicide . . .

On 21 December, Chief Constable Irwin received this reply

He will be entitled to and will receive the reward offered by Proclamation, T.D,
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